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Por 70 their power, | I bear record, yea, . 
aud beyond their power, they were 


willing 77 thempelves. 


(26 E are met together this day i in ſup- 
port of a moſt equitable and laud- 
Sable charity; which comes recom- 
4 8 mended to us by the approbation 
PPP properly a feſtival 
of love; an aſſembly met together to join in 
5 Bun of their univerſal Creator and Penefac- 
tor; and afterwards to prove their gratitude by 
| diſpenſing his bounties as faithful ſtewards 
8 among his creatures,“ the children of thoſe who 
have preached. his laws. That the ſatisfaction 
herein might be heightened, the affections ani 


mated, and the countenance of charity cheared 
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and enlivened, it was fitting, that this feaſt of 
love ſhould be united with the voice of har- 


mony. 
A parallel drawn between the ſtate and diſ- 


poſition of chriſtians in the ancient church of 

| Macedonia, and the parents of thoſe, in whoſe 
behalf this ſolemnity is inſtituted, may afford 
ſome motives to the exertion of love in their fa- 


vour. Theſe are naturally ſuggeſted by the text, 


in connexion with the adjoining verſes. Argu- 
ments, which St. Paul made uſe of to excite an 
emulation in charity among his converts, the 
Corinthians, flouriſhing in a city of commerce 

and opulence; that they might not in benevo- 
lence, and tlie exerciſes of love, fall ſhort of 

their poorer brethren in Macedonia. 


8e. Moreover, brethren, ſaith he, we do you 
« to wit,” or we give you to underſtand, the 


exceeding great, and very charitable contribu- 
= tion which is made 1 in the churches of Macedo- 


nia, being ſuch as muſt denote an abundant 


ſhare of the grace of God exciting them : © how 
g that under a great trial of affliction, and of 
poverty, under which they labour, they have 
85 notwithſtanding, with great chearfulneſs and 
cc joy of heart, made an ample collection to- 
Wards the relief of their poor brethren in Ju- 
4 dea: ſo that their yo ty hath abounded to 


o the wy 


"he Son of the CLEeRGY, 2 


e the riches of their liberality : ” 1.e. the contri- 
| bution raiſed out of the penury of their circum- 
ſtances hath demonſtrated the riches of gene- 
rolity exiſting in their hearts; their benevolence 
having furniſhed a gift even more than ade- 
quate to their eſtate : for to their abilities, I bear 
them record, yea, and beyond their abilities, 
unſolicited by us, they were ready of themſelves. 
So far from being intreated by us, they were 
ſpontancous on the other hand, © praying us 
with much intreaty, that we would receive 
« the gift,” and take the charge of conveying 
and diſtributing their beneficence. And herein 


they exceeded even our hope: for conſidering 5 
the diſtreſſes they had to ſtr uggle with, we could 


not have expected ſo large a benefaction from 
them. But they firſt dedicated themſelves and 
their abilities to the Lord and his ſervice; and 


then the contributions they had raiſed, to our 


diſpoſal; according to the good pleaſure of his : 


will, and as his wiſdom ſhould direct. 
The ſame apoſtle bears honourable teſtimony = 
15 to the liberality of the chriſtians of Macedonia 


in more places than one. Thus their contribu. 
tion to the poor ſaints at Jeruſalem, is mention- 
ed in his epiſtle to the Romans *; and their ge- 
nerous wpply to himſelf, in this ſecond epiltls 
| - 2 mera to 
Rom. xv, 46. : 
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to the Corinthians *: © that which was lacking 


<< to me, the brethren which came from Mace- 
« donia ſupplied.” 


The force of the apoſtle's argument may be 


applied 1 in different views; and incitements to 
emulation be drawn from thence by ſimilarity of 
reaſoning ;. whether we conſider, 


Firſt, The ſtate and condition of the benefi- 


cent, to whom the teſtimony 1 15 born; Or”. 


Secondly, The ſituation of the perſons, to 


: whom the addreſs | 18 made; or 


Thirdiy, The merits of compaſlion i in the re- 


ſpedtiv objects ; or, 


Fourthly and laſtly, The gratitude we owe 


to the ſupreme Benefactor, the univeral Parent, 
and our adopting Father in Chriſt Jeſus, whe- 
: ther as chriſtians, or as Proteſtants. . 


e The laſt of then arguments will excite us to 5 
join in the repeated voice of praiſe to him for 
the illumination of his zoſpel, and a ſubſequent 
8 reformation from error. We ſhould certainly 


join our hands alſo i in acts of gratitude, and de- 
5 monſtrations 
1 l 7 


the Sons of the ERST. 5 
monſtrations of love, in beneficence to his crea- 
tures: for there can be no gratitude to God, 
without benignity and charity to man. © He 
that loveth not his brother, whom he hath 


e ſeen, how can he love God, whom he hath 
= not ſeen?“ 


The apoſtle's exhortation to the Corinthians 
was, that they would not fall behind them of 
Macedonia. : 


Firſt then with refpett to the bnd ſet be- 
fore you, my brethren, in the text ; were the 
chriſtians of Macedonia poor? So were the pa- 

rents of theſe helpleſs children, for whom your 
charity is ſolicited this day. Were they converts . 
to Chriſt? The parents of theſe have been ſome- 
thing more. They have been miniſters of 
Chriſt, to convert and reform others: nay, 

ſome of them may ſtill be preachers of the goſpel 5 

of Chriſt. Did thoſe ancient chriſtians, in the 

miadſt of their poverty, find room for liberality? 

The parents of ſome of theſe have grown poor 
by their liberality; ſometimes perhaps by ſu- 

perabundant hoſpitality: chuſing to offend ra- 


ther on the ſide of exceſs, than of defect in 


generoſity, and heart-felt joy of beneficence. 
For I may bear them record, that according to 
their power, yea, and beyond their power, to 

every 
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every at of bounty they have been chearfully 


diſpoſed of themſelves: ready upon every occa- 
ſion, both by ſpeech and hand, not only to pro- 
mote, but ſpontaneouſly propoſe ſubſcriptions to 


the relief of their chriſtian brethren under any 


tribulation: warmed with a friendly zeal to 

_ every humane, beneficent purpoſe; to every good 
office towards mankind in general. Witneſs the 
conſtant attendance of many in this houſe, upon 

| theſe publick days of kindneſs, whom we may 
remember in no very ample circumſtances ; who 
are now removed from your ſight in the Lord, 
we truſt, in better regions. Let us have an eye 

of regard to the deſolate houſe, if any of their 


children ſhall be found therein in want of that 
bread back again, which the kind parent fo 


freely gave. For ſuch poverty, preceded at leaſt, 
if not occaſioned in part by ſuch liberality, lays 


a kind of claim to compaſſion in behalf of her 


children, at the bar of "Oy generous heart. 


For, Secondly, Let us conſider the i circum- 


| WR of the perſons, to whom the apoſtle's ad- 
drefs was made: and here we ſhall find them 
: da in ſome reſpects, a near analogy to our 
own. For were they ſettled in a large, opulent, 
: 3 city? So are the greateſt part of you, 
5 my brethren ; in a city far more e opulent, and 


of 1 
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of more extenſive commerce than that of Co- 
rinth. Give proof of your abundance! Give 
ſomething of your affluence; that God may 
bleſs your purſuits, and crown the remainder 
of your ſubſtance with proſperity! For the pa- 
rents of ſome of theſe have prayed for it. Spare 
ſomething at leaſt from luxury, to be beſtowed 


in charity on the children of thoſe, who have 


pPrayed for you, and for their country's welfare! 
Let not the poverty of the Macedonians put to 
ſhame the treaſures of this great city! 
The church of Rome hath of old been mag- : 
nificent in her largeſſes of bounty to her clergy, 
even to an abſurdity, and the prejudice of the 
publick. Let it not be the diſgrace of proteſ- 
tants to fall ſhort of Romaniſts in a caſe of 
commiſeration ſo truly deplorable, in a matter 
; of charity ſo highly FORT,” as the preſent. 


For, Thirdly, The objefts, in "wt behalf 
we plead, are moſt deſerving of your benign 


regard. They are the children of thoſe, Who 


have laboured in the vineyard of our common 


8 Lord and Saviour; whoſe time hath been em- 


ployed in turning many to righteouſneſs, and 


T confirming many in the way of happineſs. They 


. gave themſelves to the Lord” and his ſervice 
| their hours and faculties have been exhauſted 


1 
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in the duties of their vocation ; they have gone 
about in the reſpective charges of their miniſtry 
upon earth doing good: compaſſion at leaſt is 

due to their father leſs race; and ſo far „ their 
© debtors we are.” 

They are the children of thoſe, whe by their 
facred profeſſion were inhibited from following 
any lucrative employment: whoſe original pa- 
trimony was not improbably exhauſted in their 

8 education for the ſacred offices of their miniſtry: 

an education in theſe days become expenſive. 
And conſider how ſmall oftentimes the return; 
how ſmall the proviſion for the greateſt part of 

| the clergy of this kingdom! An unhappy error 
at the beginning of the reformation | But ſuch 
is the caſe; and very piteous it is; and ſuch as 
requires our generous commiſer ation and redreſs. 
What was not then foreſeen in the law of go- 
vernment, remains now to be ſupplied. By the 
law of kindneſs. 
Conſider the orphan left by his parent, who 
was once his guide! Heretofore a ſalutary guide 
to others; but now, alas, no longer a guide to 
him! to him, who was the nearett. and deaieſt 
object of his domeſtic care! Conſider the widow _ 
deſolate, deprived of her ſoul's delight, and deſ- 
Utute of the hand, from whence her luccour 
came! ! 
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In 8ſome caſes charity may be liable to impo- 
Htion ; but from the objects here petitioning, or 
rather humbly accepting your voluntary relief, 
there can be no ſuſpicion of fraud; no jealouſy 
of deception, nor any demerit 1 in them: un- 
tainted innocence ſhutteth out fraud. What- 
ever the cauſe of their indigence may have been, 
theſe babes are harmleſs. Some of them born 
perhaps with a fair proſpect of liberal educa- 
tion, in a degree of affluence: that education 
begun: and perhaps more than half perfected. 
But the root and the ſtem that nouriſhed them 
received a ſudden blight, and all the branches 
; drooped. . 8 
any ſhould kanne in fone caſe an ill-na- 
tured ſuſpicion, that the parent in time of health 
was too profuſe; © yet theſe lambs, what have 
« they done?” To urge a particular inſtance of 
imprudence in domeſtick ceconomy againſt a 


general good inſtitution, would be, if not hard- 


| hearted, at leaſt very uncandid. The detriment | 


of the indiſcretion was to himſelf, and his own 
_ family : the generoſity of heart was to the world 


around him : though ſmall the ſphere, to which 
it could be extended. Forgive him this error! 


Perhaps from the nature of his ſituation it was 


not eaſy to be avoided. For conſider the ſtate 


and cir cumſtances of the clergy of this country! 
7 Situated 


4 A 
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Situated many of them in large towns, with a 


ſmall pittance of ſtipend ; and an heavy burthen 


of duty upon their hands: the common neceſſa- 


ries of life advancing haſtily in price, without 


any proportionate advance to their income. 


Where the poor are numerous; every one look- 


ing up to them, and aſking of them an example 

of bounty; commanding their eye, and melting 

their heart: many ready to upbraid them with 

uncharitableneſs, if they do not even exceed their 
capacity in giving. A kind of digyity of cha- 
racter at the ſame time in their houſhold to be 
kept up. I do not here mean to warrant, or to 

plead for profuſeneſs. God knows, in too many 

caſes there is little room for profuſion ! But in 


ſome caſes and ſituations it may be difficult, I 


: ſay, to draw the line. For in every rank they 
are expected to live according to their profeſſion 
and promotion; to maintain a reſpect and reve- 
rence in their neighbourhood ; to ſupport a de- 
lee of - hoſpitality ;\ to ſet an example of libe- 
rality ; ; even where they can very 11] afford it, 


and are ſcanty even in the common requiſites of 
life. 


Think at the ſame: time of tha 6 cs 


| of a large family at home; whoſe all dependeth _ 
upon the ſlender thread of her huſband's life; _ 
anxious for her circle of innocent babes around = 


her, 


the Sons of the CLE RGV. 11 
her, that hang upon her knees for bread; and 
for the child that ſucketh at her breaſt. Lo! by 
turns ſhe © holdeth her hand to the diſtaff,“ to 
work cloathing for her children; though born 
perhaps to an eaſier proſpect. Her labour ceaſ- 
eth not when the night cometh: „her candle 
bo goeth not out by night: yea, ſhe riſeth while it 


« is yet night, to provide meat for her houſhold.” 
The father beholdeth their want, and partaketh 


in her moan: he knoweth the precariouſneſs of 


his own life, and its importance to them: yea 
he feeleth per haps within himſelf the pr emature 
declines of nature; and hath inward forebod- 
ings of deſolation haſtily approaching in his 
houſe. He is taken from them: what he ap- 
prchended, cometh to pals: their indigence is 
confirmed: yea, it falleth heavily upon them. 
Inſtances of this kind there have been: inſtances 
have been known. Verily it is hard upon the 

ſons of Levi, if neither by endowment, patri- 

mony, nor by charity, there ſhould be <« any 


part or inheritance found for him en his 


60 brethren!" 


The einen af gratitude inſpired. by the 

united praiſes of divine bounty, and enlivened 5 
by the breath of harmony, interfere fourthly 5 
5 and laſtly, this day in their behalf, to Provent 


E 1 ſuch 
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ſuch neglect, and to warm every generous breaſt: 
For that heart muſt be callouſly hardened indeed, 


which can never open itſelf to the claims of gra- 


titude, to any feelings of compaſſion, or the 
W of ſympathetic harmony. 


For the voice of muſic is the voice of; nature; Y 


intended, as improved, to communicate our 
joys; to expreſs our griefs ; to pour forth all our 
complaints; to procure redreſs to our ſorrows. 
Thus is it the voice of rejoicing, and the voice 


of mourning ; ; the voice of ſupplication, and the 


voice of thankſgiving. 


She can adapt herſelf to all otitis of life, | 


— and to all affections of the human ſoul. With 


the victorious ſhe can triumph, and with the 


vanquiſhed implore mercy. She can be great 
among the ſons of pride; and with the lowly 
ſhe is humble and meek. She can © rejoice 
with them that do rejoice ; and weep with 
them that weep. 

« of feaſting, or the houſe of mourning ;” and 
render herſelf an acceptable companion in ei- 
ther: becauſe ſhe can be aſſiſtant 1 in either; 0 
enhance pleaſure, or alleviate woe. DEE 


„ 


She can © go to the houſe 


She is hereby calculated to promote mutual 


- 5 communications of good; to delight the humane 
in the diſpenſations of public bounty; to warm 
the cooler alt to urge forwards the gentler; 


to 
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to ſoften the harder ſoul into kindneſs; - and 
while ſhe charms the ear, to inſinuate, or force 
er way into the receſſes and treaſures of the 
heart. | 
© Thus is ſhe fitted to join with chriſtianity in 
her firſt law promulgated, that of univerſal hu- 
manity; which is the law of kindneſs; which is 
e peace on earth, and good-will among men.“ 
And for the ſame reaſon hath ſhe been ap- 
plied! in religious ſervices; to exalt our admira- 
tion of divine excellencies, in order to exalt our 
Praiſes; to humble man, in order that he may 
more effectually implore divine mercy ; to mag- 
nify divine goodneſs, in order to increaſe our 
_ gratitude; to celebrate divine juſtice, in order to 
create a religious awe of the divine inſpection. 
In pious ſymphony with the holy Pſalmiſt “ will 
** I rejoice, O Lord, in giving thanks for the 
© operations of thine hands, when my mouth 
« praiſeth thee with joyful lips.” And in the 
plaintive notes of another inſpired hymn, © when 
my heart is © in heavineſs I will complain : yea, 
« unto God will I make my ſupplication: to 


40 the God of all mer cy and of all comfort 2 
Eck The | 


| * See | more upon this fubjeQ' 1 in my "rin ſlice: the. ---- 
three choirs of Glouceſter, MWoreeſter, and Hereford, in the 


== year 1753. 


1 Pſal. Lili. 6, Ixxvii, 3 
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The voice of nature, in ſhort, 1s the voice in- 


ſpired by the God of nature to communicate our 
ſenſations. It is thus intended in the animal 


world. As it is alſo ordained, and adapted in 


the moral, to plead for innocence; aſſiſted by in- 
ternal emotions of compaſſion; by the“ yearn- 
_* ings of the bowels,” and tender feelings of the 
heart, and interceſſions of the ſpirit in“ groan- 
© ings which cannot be uttered.” 


Gratitude at the ſame time 1s urged as a mo- p 


” tive to munificence by our bleſſed Lord himſelf. ; 
« Freely ye have received, ſaith he, freely give.” 
As indebted for all that ye enjoy to the God of 
bounty, be ye alſo munificent in your diſpoſal 
of his bleſſings to your fellow-creatures! _ 


And let not thoſe, whoſe ſacred province 8 


hath been by divine appointment to bleſs his 
people, be permitted to go out of life without 


any proſpect of temporal bleſſing upon their 


children! As they have been to you ſpiritual pa- 
rents in the Lord, ſo be ye to their children in 
return foſter- parents upon earth! And let not 
the ſon of the prophet periſh for want t of a a mor- 
ſel of bread at thine hand! 


Other channels of charity indeed 41 late years = 


| 1 ariſen among us, which are not without 5 
| their reſpective merit. And the fountain may 
not be ſufficient for an ample and r 


_Jupply 
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ſapply of them all. But permit not this to be 
dried up, or deprived of its ſalutary ſtream ; 
which was the firſt inſtitution of the kind, and 
as it were the parent of them all! = 
The chearfulneſs of the donor will add a me- 


e gift: the proportion of the bounty will 


give a proportion to the reward. It was the 
praiſe of the Macedonians, that they were will- 
ing of themſelves. The rule of acceptable giv- 
ing is, that © nothing be done grudgingly as of 
5 neceſſity for God loveth the chearful giver.” 


The meaſure of the reward is, © he that ſoweth 5 


" plenteouſſy, ſhall reap alſo plenteouſly x. And 
the proportion is meaſured by the ability of the 


giver. The poor widow, who threw in her two 


| mites, contributed more, faith our bleſſed Lord, . 
« than they all who had caſt into the treaſury.” 


Verily that which hath been done by ſome of 


the miniſters of Chriſt upon ſuch occaſions as 
the preſent, almoſt ſimilar to this of the widow, 


that which hath been done by ſome whoſe chil- 
dtren afterwards have ſtood 1 in need of relief from 


this inſtitution, © may be told for a memorial 


-- ©. of. them.” 


But I am perſuaded, ” 1 ſay 1 no more. - 

For the praiſe of the Macedonians, my brethren, 

oy already yours. 1 he readineſs wherewith, pre- oy 
| vious 555 

= | {Gar ix. 6, 7 | 


0 ſelves. 
many to the ſame generoſity of love. 
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vious to intreaty, you have convened together, 
ſeems to afford conſpicuous proof of this. Your 
plentiful contribution will, I may venture to 
Pr omiſe, confirm the benevolence of your inten- 


tion. So that were St. Paul now writing, he 
might ſay of you, as he {aid of them, © I bear 


< them record, that they were willing of them- 
” And your zeal herein will provexe 


Such competitions in goodneſs, and rivalſhip 


in bounty, will be honourable among men; 
 praiſe-worthy among ſuperior intelligences, who- 
ever of them may be ſpectators of the conduct 
of this ſublunary world; but principally, and 
above all, will be acceptable in the ſight of Gd, 
the ſupreme inſpector of human actions, the 
judge and rewarder of all, 


One happineſs we have; that defect in libe- 


rality to tlie neceſſitous is not one of the vices to 
be charged upon this age and country. And 
need enough have we indeed of that charity, 
which ſhall cover the multitude of fins.” Let 
not us of this aſſembly come behind our bre- 
thren in ſupporting. the national charakter of 
beneficen cel 1 
May this day not is Ifppointed of i its s hope ! 
May it bear ample teſtimony to the ſincerity of 
your love? And. to ule te: apoſtle's language, 


confirm _ 
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confirm the ground of © our boaſting on your 
e behalf!” May the harmony of notes which 
entertain your ears this day, dilate and fill the 
ſoul with moral harmony! May you ſtudy to 
imitate the goodneſs which in your choral hymns 


you praiſe! And ſo may we all join with one 
heart, and with one voice, in holy concert to- 


gether with the joy of the widow and the or- 
phan, that are relieved by you this day, in 
thankſgiving to God “ for his unſpeakable 
hs bounty!” Amen! 


ALIS T of the annual Amount of the ConTripu- 
Tilos, commencing with that of 1721, in order to ſhew 
the gradual Increaſe and Decline of this CHariTY : Which 
it is humbly hoped may once more recover the Favour of 
PuBLIc, ſo as to anſwer the Wants of thoſe, whom it was 


1721 


1722 


1723 


1724 
1725 
1726 
"2927 
1728 
1729 
1730 
e 
L933 
1733 
1 
1735 
1736 
1737 


1738 


1739 

1740 
25 2 1741 

1742 
12743 
1476. 
3 


330 
328 


$92- 
566 
630 
579 
055 
579 
523 
722 
840 


951 


909 
1000 = 
850 
837 
. 856 
935 


912 


784 
834 
866 


819 
848 


intended to relieve. 


1. 


8. 
16 


16 


II 


16 
1044 0 


.- wot . 
ca Oo oo 


| s 


Q. 


| 


1754 


4735 
1756 
11-2757 
1758 
11759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1704 
1705 
| 1766 
| 1767 
| 1768 
1769 
111770 


1747 — 1062 
1748 — 916 
| 1749 
11750 
1751 
1752 
1753 


985 


1134 


1167 
1101 
1063 

976 


1096 


912 
1081 
1163 
1122 


1096 


836 
1224 
1009 
1207 
1149 
902 
935 
803 
766 1 


3 
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0000 o O Oο n O , ε⏑ οο 


11 1 [1 15 FEET 11411 11 


771 950. 


1746 — 922 10 


1 The Corporation have for their Objed, to afford tas Relief t to 
ſuch of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy as are left deſ- 


> im Be we. pwo 


titute : As to the Money collected on the preſent Occaſion, it 


is all diſpoſed of by the Stewards within the Year, in placing 
out the Children of poor Clergymen Apprentices : 


forty-! nine were des for! in the Courſe of laſt Year. 


Whereby ; 


Lately Publiſhed, | 
By the ſame AUTHOR, 


Et HE Nature and Reaſonableneſs of the Inward Call ind 
Outward Miflion to the Holy Miniftry conſidered, = 
Fiitlon. . 

I. The Natural Effect, and Religious Improvement of extra- 

ordinary Divine Judgments, and of Solemn Vaſts inſtituted in 


Remembrance of them. 


ITI. The Expediency of the M. raculous Pas of the Chriſ- 
tian Fathers: And the Inexpediency of thoſe that are clamed 
vy the Church of Rome: In two Diſcourſes. 5 

IV. Two Diſcourſes on the Mo/aick Hiſtory of the Fall. = 

V. The Grounds of Submiſlivn to Government, the Origin | 
of the different Modes of Civil Polity, and the Happineſs of our 
own Form of Legiſlature 1 in parti cular. An Inauguration Ser- 
mon, June 11, 1752. | 

VI. The Pleaſures of Gratitude and Banevolence | improve 1 by 
_ Church-Muſick. A Sermon preached at the Anniverlary \eet- 
ing of the three Choirs of Gloucefter, Worceſter, and Hereford, in 
the Cathedral Church at Hereford, on Wednyjday, Sept. 12, 17 53. : 
' Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Audience. 2d Edition, 

VII. The Nature, Evidences, and Importance of Truth con- 
. fidered: In two Diſcourſes: In which are contained, Remarks 
upon ſome Paſſages in the Writings of the late Lord Viſcount | 
| Bolingbroke. _ | 
VIII. The true e publick Uſe, and Importance of 
f Academick Education confidered. _ 

IX. A Letter and Dialogue on the New Style. 2d Edit. 

X. A Sermon before the Honourabie Houſe of Commons, « on 
Jan. 31, 1787. 2d Edition. | 

XI. The Scripture Do frine of Predeſtination ſtated and ex- = 
h plained : In two Diſcouries. 


KH. The Uſe and Authority of the Paſtoral Office, 4 tha 
2 he Right of luveſtiture with it, conſidered. A Sermon preached at 
the Conſecration of the Right Reverend Father! in God, CHARLES, 4 


Lord Biſhop of CARLISLE. | 


Printed for J. and F. Rivincrox, J. FueTcHeR, R, | 
BALD WIS, and J. DoDSLEY, 
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